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March 17"

June 13"

SPECIAL EVENTS

The Annual Meeting and Pot-Luck Supper at Knox Chuch (in
the basement) — 6:30pm (NOTE DATE CHANGE)

Annual Picnic in the Park — Lakeside Park. Noon tat:00PM
Bring your own picnic and enjoy the bands.” Admissin:FREE!

PUBLIC SPEAKERS & PRESENTATIONS

May 19th

October 20th
November 17

Note:

Mr Ken Weber: “Surely Not in Canada”. Be prepared to
laugh.

The “Mississauga Disaster”. Slides and Discussio

“Come down to the Sea in Ships”. A voyage in hlstomnth
Phillip Brimacombe

Evening programs are at Knox Church at 7:30pm for »10,
unless otherwise notedPlease visit www.oakvillehistory.org
for updates and new events.

If anyone would like to be added to SGHHERITAGE EVENT"
email list, please emaihfo@oakuvillehistory.org. We interact
with seven other Halton Heritage groups in ordeprtmmote all
up-coming Heritage Events

Mr. R. Burns
Ms. J. Kay
K & J. Crane

NEW MEMBERS WELCOMED

Mr. J. Sinnott Mr. & Mrs. F.W. Long
Mrs. A. McArthur Mr. & Mrs. G. Kerr
Mr. H. Leingingen Mr. M. Seaman

Our new members are from the local Oakville area, aswell as from Sparta,

Ontario and,

Hudson, Ohio, U.S.A. We hope you enyo exploring

Oakville’s history.




PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Over the past couple of months, several membersi®fSociety have been
involved in a new initiative instigated yne Hitchcox “Oakville and the
Sixteen”is a fine reference book on the history of Oakvadhd‘Oakville A Small Town”
also contains much information on the history of tmwn but in a more anecdotal
format. Unfortunately, neither one contains anmyghon our more recent history.

In conjunction with the Oakville Public Library, éhTrafalgar Township
Historical Society, the Oakville Museum and Applel@ollege, we have started
collecting reminiscences of Oakville from the 198@n. Our short term goal is to
publish these electronically. A longer term gaald publish selected stories in print.

Consider this an invitation to record your storeéOakville from the 1930’s to
the present day. We're not looking for major works300 words or so would be
appropriate and please consider submitting moredha story. Encourage others you
know to do likewise. Some excellent examples are Bob Hughes’ website
http://www.oakville-memories.info/. Typed submissions may be submitted at the
office. Electronic versions may be submittedinéo@oakvillehistory.org for now.
Eventually our website will be changed to have pasate page or section. Photos are
welcome. All submissions are subject to editing.

On behalf of the Board | would like to add my caatgtations taHarry Barrett
for his well-deserved Lifetime Achievement Awararr the province. This does NOT
mean that he can retire.

| would also like to acknowledge the work Gfeg Munz, our relatively new
Treasurer. Greg has recently completed a muchedeexvision of our budget process.

| hope to see many of you at tAenual General Meetingcoming up. For some
reason attendance has improved since we turnetbiaipotluck dinner event.

Oakyville Historical Society E-mail George Chisholm
info@oakvillehistory.org 905-842-5385
Archive Hours * Tues & Thurs - georgechisholm@sympatico.ca

1PM to 4:30PM at 110 King Street]

COVER PICTURE: Captain Robert Wilson as a young man.

Advertising insert artwork and compilation done@®grolyn Naismith
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Irish in Early Oakville

kL ntario: Whatever Happened to the Irish”, the tdfehe first chapter obonald
Harman Akenson’s book, The Irish in Ontarioforms the premise of this
research into the early nineteenth century Irigtiese in Oakuville.

According to Akenson, it is estimated that Irishmigrants to Ontario in the
nineteenth century outnumbered those of the SawdsEmglish combined. The pre-
famine immigrants came mostly from the northernt périreland and especially from
those areas in which there was a domestic texiilastry, the linen industry suffering, as
it was in the early 1800s from decline and dislmrat In addition, Belfast had
experienced a population boom. These pre-faminmigmants, according to Mr.
Akenson, though in reduced circumstances, were amve the poverty line and had
emigrated for economic advancement rather than &fastarvation or oppression.
Further, he observes, there doesn’'t seem to hdlevéd the fierce nationalism and
ghettoization that characterised the Irish expegdn the U.S, especially in cities such as
Boston and New York. So the racist depiction af thsh as “feckless, pre-modern,
culturally handicapped, passive exiles” did nottg@er to Ontario’s Irish immigrant
experience.

The early lIrish

' settlers in Oakville seem to
N OT have been anything but
B feckless or ill-prepared to

= : 7. meet the challenges of
W“EﬂEﬂh, on the Evening of thed#2md building a new town. Over
instant, the Temperance Meeting was most shamefully  twenty-eight percent  of
disturbed by a mob, throwing in chips, broken glass,and  those listed in the 1841
even breaking the windows, headed by a Mr. William  Oakville-Trafalgar census
Delmage, Tavern-Keeper, and Mr. Thomas Loyd, a were listed as having come
Church-Warden in the Chuveh of England in this place: directly from Ireland and
this is to notify them, that if such conduct is repeated, that does not include the
they will be prosecuted to the utmosi extent of the Law. many more that had arrived
OAKVILLE, JUNE 13th, 1543 via the U.S. and England.
The majority of the Irish
seemed to have come from
the north of the country,
particularly Ulster. They
brought with them the skills

"Sober-minded as they may seem to have been,
there did exist some minor mischief!"



necessary to build ships and homes for the new ;tblnay were carpenters and ships’
carpenters, as well as labourers and mariners. emiarprising group, they seemed to
have blended in well with their Scottish and Erngl®unterparts, and to have thrived and
distinguished themselves.

Mrs. Chisholm-Matthews relates a humorous anecddieh illustrates this.
When William Chisholm and Irishman Robert Baldwimnllizan, Commissioner of
Crown Lands, were inspecting a settlement in Oweun8 in 1841, the latter remarked
how, following the inspection of one remarkably laidered and prosperous homestead,
the latter praised the evident Scottish prudenceyage and energy, Mr. Chisholm
replied, “Well, it may be all just as Scotch as ¥ie to make it, but after all the man is
an Irishman.”

The early Irish in Oakville seemed to have evideneene of the nationalist and
sectarian sentiment prevalent in the U.S. Indeextettare stories of tolerance and
harmony. Mrs. Hazel Chisholm-Mathews in her bd@akville on the Sixteen”, states
that the large percentage of Irish who settled akvidle had come from Northern Ireland
and many of these were Orangemen. It is notewdftay the local Catholics took the
Orangemen’s celebrations good-naturedly, enjoyimg music and dancing with the
Orangemen. There seemed to exist in early Oakailleood of ecumenical good will;
the Presbyterians supporting the building of Stdéew’s Catholic Church, and in return,
it is thought, the Catholics naming their church Atdrew’s in honour of St. Andrew,
the patron saint of Scotland. The land for therchwas given by William Chisholm.
Mrs. Chisholm-Matthews recognizes the families oesible for building the church as
Thomas and John Sweeney, Patrick Rigney, PatricRh@ighnessy, John Caven,
Captain Nicholas Boylan, the O’'Boyles and the MaDetts.

One reminder of the early Irish is the story of &gar Hill. This name was given
by the early Irish to a little hill running to tmerth of John Street which apparently bore
a striking resemblance to the site of a battlem&mabered with much bitterness, it had
been waged in Wexford, Ireland, in 1789 where miaisy rebels had been slaughtered
by the forces of King George IIl.

Surprisingly, nothing is written of the Oakville grience during the famine
migration era which began in 1845, and neither dttes 1851 census show any
significant increase in the number of Irish immigsaduring this period. There is no
record, either, of the typhus epidemic, broughthgylrish famine victims, which plagued
the Eastern part of Upper Canada. The one cholafareak that was mentioned and
capably handled by John Urquhart (1802-67) andaentef dedicated medical people,
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had actually occurred much earlier, in 1832, and #arlier outbreak was recorded to
have involved immigrants from Britain in generdi.is recorded that during the summer
of 1847 when the quarantine station at Grosseirnstee St. Lawrence was overflowing
with the Irish immigrants who had fled the faminedavere dying from typhus in the
thousands, that a Board of Health was establishe@akville to deal with those who
might arrive in Oakville, but no further detailseagiven.

It might be wondered if any residual nationalishtseent could have been
elicited in the Oakville Irish community by theetipts of William Lyon Mackenzie and
his reformers to stir up popular sentiment for b886 rebellion. However, his efforts
seemed to have met with little success in Oakvillee majority of the new lIrish
population having loyalty to the British instituti® and to the Empire. Not much is
known about the existence of any rebel sympathise@akville; there were no arrests of
Oakville persons, but The Oakville Company of thiitM played a part in quelling the
rebellion.

Similarly, the Fenian raids in 1886 and 1887, pgaped by Irish Republicans in
the U.S., and meant to attack the British govermbr€anada, were warded off by the
militia. There is reported to have been some sympat Oakville in favour of the
Fenians and though an uprising in the town was @rpe it too was avoided. Some of
our early settlers went on to become prominentenits, others to prosper quietly but, all
in all, they had a lasting influence on the histofythe
Town. Many of the Irish settlers named in the 1181
census were mentioned in Mrs. Chisholm-Matthe
book, allowing us to follow the progress of manythod
pre-1841 settlers. Captain Nicholas Boylan arriured
1821 and became master of the Trafalgar and owne
the Britannia after twelve years in the Chishol
employment. His was one of the families involved
the building of St. Andrew’s. Michael Butler, ared
in 1831, was a Ship’'s Carpenter who worked as
shipwright for William Chisholm. William Creighton
arrived 1837, owned a general store at Dunn ¢
George. Lawrence Culloden, 1833, was a cabinetma
who produced coffins and whose son became owne
the newspaper, “The Sentinel” with John Diamor
John Diamond, 1831, was a highly respected man.
Innkeeper whose son John Segur Junior becam
surgeon in the Canadian Artillery. Captain Maurkiézgerald, 1840, labourer, later
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became a Ship’s Captain. John Forman, 1821, farimecame Innkeeper of the
Temperance House. Thomas Lloyd, 1835, whose otiompaas listed on the census as
“Gentleman” went on to keep a hotel which featuipedrs and raccoons! John Moore,
1820, educated for the Presbyterian ministry inf@p#\rmagh changed his career plans
during his crossing to Canada when the captairhefvessel taught him navigation. In
1837 Moore was believed to have been involved @ trching of the steamer, The
Caroline, and sending her over the Niagara Fafisretaliation for the Mackenzie
rebellion attempt. Robert Murray, who arrived 188&s a Presbyterian Minister, the
third son of a merchant from Banbridge, Ulster. bhéeame Pastor of the Scotch Kirk
and later became influential in the educationaiegfin the Province. William O’Reilly,
1832, was a Tavern Keeper. David Patterson, fraityBena, who had apprenticed as a
Carpenter and Shipwright in Belfast, became a Shghw employed by William
Chisholm and later, as Pathmaster. Charles Reyndlf27, was one of the first
merchants to stock millinery. Pat Smithwick, 188@s a Tavern Keeper. James Streele,
1833, a Saddler and Harnessmaker was on a comrnutf@event the spread of cholera.
John Sweeney, 1831, a Ship’s Carpenter, was ingidivehe building of St. Andrews;
Thomas Sweeny, 1835, was a Ships Carpenter. Thdimasas, 1835, was a Ship’s
Carpenter, John White, 1823, Farmer, became Lilmeeahber for Halton.

Three brothers merit special mention: George,
William and Robert Wilson. Their mother, the widofva
Linen Merchant from Ulster, emigrated from Irelamd
1817 with ten children in tow, settling in Pertfihree of
the brothers arrived in
Oakville three years later antﬁ" : Tﬂ
were listed in the census as 0l
Mariners. George and -

William  became  Ship’s - & 4

Captains and married sisters \

from Port Nelson and Mrs. A

George (Mary) became a "
bakery owner. Captain
- — — Robert became the firstags
master of the schooner, Th
Lady Colborne, and was
noted for his kindness in bringing homeless saitordive

Captain George Wilson

with him during the winter. But it was his involwent
in the Underground Railroad which was most notakt
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smuggling stowaway slaves in the hold of his shuipgheir return across the lake from
the U.S.

In conclusion, rather than the dispirited and désgessed Irish immigrants one
might have expected to discover, the early Irish Qdkville made a significant
contribution to the building of the town and, inne® cases, became influential in the
politics, educational and religious affairs of t@vince.

Editor's note: The foregoing article was based on our veryyeaatords and does not
cover the entire history of this topic. We wouléleome any further anecdotes or facts
our readers may have concerning this very earliogeor of the history of succeeding
generations of the early settlers.

Our Society in the Winter — bench in honour of ArtBullied, a long
time and dedicated member of the Society



Solution to “The Way Things Were” — December 2009

tis a present day view of tHRomain Block”, at the corner of Navy Street and
Lakeshore Road. It originally was marked “Masortitall” and was
emblazoned with the Masonic symbol. Masonic Lod4@0 met there.
Lance Naismith

Doors Open

he third annual Doors Open will be held again thast Iweekend of

September. The first two have been a great suckiess sites will be added
to the growing list. Again, this year we will negdlunteers There will be more
information in the next Newsletter. People who haw&inteered in the past years
have all enjoyed being part of the activities. Sarknyour calendar foSeptember
25th and 26", 2010

Barbara Savage

Visit the OHS website atww.oakvillehistory.orgor the
enlarged and colour version of this newsletter axg|ore the

many informative areas of the website for event tand dates.




White Elephant Sale

Jim Young is organizing a White Elephant Sale $aturday, May 15", 2010
at the Society (9 am to 2pm) as a fund raiser lier $ociety. Please bring
jewelry, books, dishes, gadgets, small furnitute, leutno clothing to the Society.

WE need volunteersto help sort, price and sell. The funds will gahe painting
of our Society building and you can have a littla is well.

Barbara Savage

Presentation - The Scotch Block

ur February Speakers’ Meeting featudach Dills andGloria Brown of the

Milton Historical Society. They spoke about a Sisbt settlement in the
1820’'s. They gave us an interesti
account of these hardy early settle
land clearance, agricultural an
industrial developments and showsg
photographs of the still existing Bosto|
Presbyterian Church established in 18
and, the many beautiful houses st
remaining - including the Harrop Hous
and the Kaneff house which wa
featured in the recognizable Tris
Romance painting.

The book, Halton's Scotch Block,

The People and their Stories”, is _
available from the Milton Historical L/R Gloria Brown, Andrea Stewart,

Society. Jim Dills
Andrea Stewart

| | | | |
r If you haven’t submitted your 2010 dues, please
so and show your support.

e - eeees Saaes eees Sl

10



Volunteers are Everything

Our Society exists because of the generosity of gairons, our members,
advertisers and especially our volunteers, whoipua lot of hard work
ensuring everyone gets to enjoy the rich historyoakville. For those who attend
our presentations, we have Barb Savage to thankrfyanizing these events. As
well, we should also thank those who put togetheréfreshments on those nights.

| recently received the following from Joy Sandargl | believe it deserves a
special notice in our newsletter*Our sincere thank you to Grace and Herb
Schroeder, who generously provide the refreshmentfor the Knox Church
meetings.”

Lance Naismith

Three cheers for Harry Barrett and the Town of QlakvOn
February19th 2010 they both received awards fraitbutenant
Governor of Ontario. Harry, the Lifetime Achievemhédward for

promoting Heritage and, the Town for their strongmort of Heritage.

2010 Information Brochure

Trying to work out what to do this year? Maybe yare expecting guests to
arrive for a short stay? Well, thanks tdary Davidson, the 2010
Information Brochure is now available at the Society and at varioualdsthments
around Oakville. Grab one and make some plansnjoyethe rich heritage of
Oakville with some friends and also learn aboutSbeiety.

Lance Naismith

Bored, listlesss or have some time on your hands?
Get out and show your skills by being a volunteertize
Society. You never know — you just might find thathe that
gets you out of the rut.

Trivia: In what year did Oakville become a town? And a cit? Ans: Pg. 12
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November Presentation

A n interesting evening was spent Novembe
18th with Rick Ruggle, author and official
Historian for the Lorne Scots. During his talk Mr
Ruggle traced the history and development of t
regiment particularly their connection with Oakeill

(photo L/R * Phillip Brimacombe — Rick Ruggle)

Their history is recorded in a book by Mr. Ruggle
which is available at the Society for $10.00. '

Barbara Savage

Heritage Month

Heritage month was celebrated by our Mayor, Couwnsiland guests at the
upper level ofSeason's restauranbn Wednesday Februaryl7th 2010. The
building is of great Historical interest as it sedvas the Town Hall and Jail from
1912 to1957. Two jail cells are still in the basem the main floor was the police
station and the court room and administration wathe 2nd floor.

Michael Seamanoutlined the history of Heritage in Oakville wittumourous
input byHarry Barrett . It was an interesting and very informative sassi

Barbara Savage

Annual Wine and Cheese Christmas Party

ecember # was an exciting time at the Society. The Annudh&Vand
Cheese Christmas Party was held and it allowed raesrtb not only get to
know their Society but each other.

Any Society is only as strong as its members amihigaa get together to discuss
various issues only makes our Society that muadngar. Mayor Rob Burton and his
wife attended and mixed with the crowd and shamdesChristmas spirit with the
Society’s members.

Lance Naismith
Trivia Answer:Oakville a town in 1857. Still not called a City.
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Beads for Africa Presentation

athy Benbow Plewes attended the Society and gaxeryainteresting and

moving pictorial presentation of her trip to AfricaDf special note was her
story of how the women in an areak#nya would make beads, this being their only
source of income to suppdrisulin Dependent children and the Diabetic Clinic
there.

Cathy brought these beads home and, with the dfelplunteers, had the beads
strung into beautiful pieces of jewelry. These aveffered to those attending and
donations were gratefully accepted to assist thidreim back in Kenya.

Lance Naismith
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L/R Cathy Benbow Plewes and Barbara Savage

Help Save A Heritage Home In Bronte Creek ProvincibPark

he Park has an 1860 Georgian
house, "Silver Creek”, built for 3 %7
Ralph Breckon, farmer. It is one of the vegy
rare houses left standing in Ontario to have béen:
built of hand-made brick by the builder, Edwija ~ &
Brown, from the clay on the property.

took him one year + one day to build the hous

Later it was to have been for Arts and Cra
(1970's), but plans changed. It was caref
boarded up to save for future use. Si

15



then, open windows, doors, missing shingles anckbrialling from the chimneys, have
been an open invitation for animals, birds, rainl &mow to enter - causing damage.
"Demolition by Neglect". The many buildings in the Park are architectgeaxhs from
the 1800's. We urge you to contddPP Kevin Flynn to have this house properly
preserved for future use. Perhaps the dream ofteaty having this wonderful home
well-used by many groups - schools, scouts, gittiess families - all wanting a farm
experience - over-night or longer - may even b#élled.

MPP Kevin Flynn kflynn.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org905-827-5141 - 2330 Lakeshore W.
(Bronte).

June Hitchcox

Older Views (1970) Note careful boarding which greed building compared to above
recent photo (Nov 2009) showing neglect.
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OAKVILLE MEMORIES 1930 TO NOW

f you have ever called OakvilltlHOME" - now or in the past - this is for you.

There are 2 reading/reference books for the histadryOakville from its
beginning to 1930BUT nothing from then to now. If you send your stories, there will
be.

The 3 Historical Societies, Central Library, ErddeMuseum and the Town have
combined to publish a book/website to fill thisd@io that future generations will be able
get the "flavour” and facts of Oakville from 193® iow. Personal, folksy memories -
the Great Depression; World War II; the school I(gent) to; why | came to Oakville;
our basketball team won yesterday.

Addresses, full names, dates, photos if possilole imit to the number of stories. The
boundaries are Oakville as it stands to-day.

Please tell your friends, neighbours - spread thielw
Articles and their writers will go down in history!
For examples, please see http:www.oakville-memaonies

Oakville Historical Societynfo@oakvillehistory.org 905-844-2695, 110 King St.,
Oakville ON L6J 1B1

Open: Tuesday -Thursday 1:00 to 4:30 pm

Editorial

oo often we hear from our friends how they weresdbl go to the U.K.,

Europe, the Mediterranean, the Middle East or, evwr and how they
enjoyed walking down the old streets and admiredhistorical buildings so plentiful.
How often have we heard people complain that theyeveastled out or, had seen more
than enough old churches? But, they said it Wigagure as they truly enjoyed admiring
the historical landscape of the old country.
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People move to various places for many reasonse smvause they are attracted
to the atmosphere generated by our historical eea€anada is a relatively new country
in comparison to Europe, the Middle East or, evenRar East. Our historical landscape
is only just developing. But, are we too quickaant the newest, the fanciest and most
luxurious buildings we can, without any thoughttasvhat is happening to our history.
Long term residents of Oakville have seen many gesn Some for the better and some,
well, more consideration should have been given.

Our present downtown is an attraction to peoplehy\Wome people are moving
here. Not all want plastic, stainless steel arabglfacades that reflect the passage of
people. Some like the historical grandeur offdsgdur older buildings - buildings that
reflect history, stability, strength and warmth ttlmnnot be achieved by our cold
building materials of today.

Remember, new is not always good and yes, somébwildings need to be
removed, but not because some allow them to ded¢eioor burn down to ensure
destruction or, by those buying up large tracttaotl for future profit. Save yourself a
trip to the old country and admire our own histakiceritage. Maybe, in the future, we'll
have Europeans coming here to admire our histbot enly if we save it.

Will our history survive our future?

aw



1. Can you identify the schooner?
2. Can you name a Captain and an owner?

3. Can you identify what type of photography was used?

The Oakville Historical Society. 110 King Street, Oakville
Archive Hours: Tuesday & Thursday * 1:00 to 4:30PM

Tel: (905) 844-2695 Fax: (905) 844-7380 Websievw.oakvillehistory.org
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Postal Address: P.O. Box 69501, 109 Thomas Stre®akyville, Ontario L6J 7R4
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